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Only one of you realized you didn’t get an ISSUE 23. At
a way, Mary C.! We generally pull out the last issuer =i the
newsletter when we're working on the current one. Last time
we thought we knew what we were doing and relied on our
memory — WRONG! We're at that fragile age where we need
notes. Issue "24" was actually Issue 23 and so to keep the
number ing system somewhat accurate, we’ve made this Issue
|l24_A 1] - .

* * * * * * *

We're happy to inform you that Robin and Travis had a
healthy & pound, & ounce baby girl October 6, 1995. Mother
and Dad are doing fine and we'’re sure Amanda Florence Natsuko
Tokuyama will do a fine Jjob training them. Congratulations
may be sent to them <c/o Olszewski Studios, 355 N. Lantana
St., Suite 500, Camarilloc, CA 93010. ‘

* * * %* * * * -

Many of you take time throughout the year to write us,
send birthday cards, holiday cards, recipes, pictures, etc.
and we would like to reciprocate. 0One of our challenges each
year is to come up with a unique heliday bonus for you. 0Our
gift to you this year is a special calendar. Bob often tells
of his frustrations in creating the impeccable detail he
desires in his art. The photo catches him on one of those
days and, as you can see, Eva takes it in stride.

The April, 1996 issue starts our seventh year of
bringing you insights into the world of Bob Olszewski. We’ve
taken our "pro bono" responsibility very seriously and have
taken pride in each issue. Now we have the seven year itch
and want to make some changes. Jump right in and make
suggestions. All received by March 1st will be considered.
Sorry, no prizes!

* * ' * * * * *

Our "relatively shaort" phone conversation with Baob
transcribed into 31 pages this time. We’ve been doing a lot
of typing and editing. Now it’'s time to enjoy the fun things
of the holidays like shopping, shopping and shopping. (All
ladies have a black belt in that field.? Of course there’s
alsa baking, visiting and partying, partying, partying...
Well, you get the message, so "talk" to you next year.

miniaturely yours,

(Ol + s



12/5/95 Phone Call From Bob

“First of all, my regards to everyone that I didn’t see on my trips
and a big thank you to all the collectors who came to the promotions
this year. 1'd like to bring you up to date as far as the studio goes.
We are finishing the very last of the 1995 designs. We've reached all
our projected goals on the towers, bees and tie tacs and I'm pleased
with how the year ended up as far as people’s response to it.

The nice thing is we are enjoying the heolidays, Ho, Ho, Ha!  Eva
decorated the studic last weekend and we're starting to decorate the
house.

This may not be a big thing to collectors, but I've been in this
house for five years and I'm finally having the yard landscaped. My
neighbors are ecstatic! The crew started in the back and they’re
creating a southwest rock garden with patic blocks. Eva and I bcocught
the big pots for the cacti, Just 1like in The Proposal. I'm really
pleased with the way it’s shaping up.

- GOALS -

Last year at this time we were in the first year and formulating
the company and now we're going into the beginning of our third year.
We reached our goals for the year and I'm looking forward to '96
because I think we have a terrific year coming up. The last year and a
half was the transition year and I focused on the Tinker’s story. Next
year'’'s shows will focus mostly on the art of the new work. Just a
little glimpse into the future. Our short term/long term plans are to
do four core limited edition pieces and a holiday miniature each year
which will be a special release.

- M. I. HUMMEL CONVENTION -

In my 18 years of doing shows I have never been in New Hampshire.
I knew I would meet a lot of first time collectors and out of 165
people, 95 people had never attended one of my talks. It was fun
focusing on M. I. Hummel miniatures because there were things like the
Merry Wanderer pendant, released through the Danbury Mint, that they
had never seen before. I wanted to give people a factual overview of
Goebel Miniatures so I put together a history of my releases for them.
Let me share it with yous:

Goebel Miniatures: Years Feleases Aver age
1975-86 S0 &
1987-91 171 3
1932-94 . 4 14

Total 263 16
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When you look at this, the numbers themselves tell the story. I
call 1979 to 86 my golden years because the wark most closely |
resembled my family life and it was a number I could handle personally.
You can see 1987 to 789 started to cave in on me. Even though we
backed off in 1332 to ’94, it was still a heavy work load.

Olszewski Studics: Year Fel eases
1994 4
1995 S
Now youw can see why I'm so  happy. In 1994 we released four

miniatures and five pieces were released in 1993.

What we’ll probably end up with is more 1like six pieces a year.
We predicted last year that we would do four core pieces plus a special

release which is exactly what we did.
Issue Style

Edition Size Degcription Rel. Date Price Mark
l.td Ed 800 Special Treat 1st @tr $220 S
Ltd Ed 800 Mocking Bird with Peach Blossoms 2nd Qtr $23 &
Ltd Ed 280 Lady With an Urn (4 colors) 3rd GBtr 235 7
Ltd Ed 730 Castle of Gleaming White Porc. 4th Qtr %285 8
i1st Ed 750 ...Not To Be - Tie Tac (Sp. Rel.? 4th @tr $110 10
Taotal year'’s purchase (1 of each core release plus 1 Tie Tac)» = $1,080

A comment on the style listings. If there are six pieces a year,
there’ll be 60 pieces for ten year’s work and collectors will know at a
glance if they’re missing a number. If 1 do a variation like I did
with Lady With an Urn, I feel any color will fulfill that number in
their collection.

SFPECIAL TREAT - Style Mark #5

I am most proud of the face and flawless surface of this piece.

We survived RBIG mclding proablems with this one. One of the hardest
things to do in this art form are smooth sur faces. It’s like a car
finish - if there's a flaw in it, you see it. It wouldn't have locked

as rich if we weren’t careful. By the way, we're up to #1221 on the
signing of Special Treat.

MOCKING BIRD WITH FEACH BLOSSOMS — Style Mark #6

Al though every collector has favorites, I would say this bird is
my best. It has a realness I rarely achieved in the early birds.
Subtle color variations, the beetle surprise and dainty flowers will
make this a much scought after piece in the future. I signed 108
Mocking Birds so far.
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LADY WITH AN UREN - Stvle Mark #7

The release of the four colors caught everyone off guard. Very
few collectors got all four and Lady was a fast sell out. Each color
is special to me. Even though brown and pink are similar, they are not

the same. The best way to view them is in this order - brown, green,
pink and blue. This set is important as it shows the difference color
selection can make in the final lock. If you bhave a chance, compare

the dress color to the skin tones and then the dress color to the green
scarf and camel. As a last note, I thought the skin tones Eva achieved
were remarkable. Expect future collectors to look for all four and be
happy to find one. Te date I have signed 22 brown, 27 green, 28 pink
and 25 blue Ladies.

CASTLE OF GLEAMING WHITE PORCELAIN — Style Mark #8

As you can see, a labor of love. Each leaf hand cut, not counting
the bricks and relief work. At promotions collectors having seen the
tower for the first time bought it and will laok for *The Tinker' and
*Treasure Chest with To Be...' later. I expect, long term, for this
collection to be highly desired once the full imagery is complete.

I didn't want collectors carrying the tower around to be signed. .
I know we use the best paints and it’s sturdy so I'm not worried about
it long term, but I was worried about improper handling. As a courtesy
I signed every single one of them before we sent them out.

Initially the castle was to be the special release, but by pushing
Spring Dance, S5tyle Mark #9, intc 1996 and making the castle the core
release, it gave us a little more control over ouwr schedule. We then
made ...Not To Be the special release and as it turned out, the year’s
collection was less expensive for the collector aver all.

.. NOT TO BE ~ Stvle Mark #10

A counterpart to the *Tinker'’s Treasure Chest with To Be...?,
this special release will be an opportunity for me to try something
different and push the art form. At the fall promotions I saw
callectors wearing the earrings and tie tac/lapel pin for the first
time and they look great, definitely ocne of the most fun pieces I7ve
done. With To Be... and ...Not To Be, the concept of true limited

edition Jjewelry has been introduced.
— PERSONAL APPEARANCES -

The 1995 personal appearances were very typical of the shows of
the past, some with high attendance and some with low attendance
depending on weather and time of year. I was really please with them
this year. We did two collectible conventions, one regional M. I.
Hummel convention, two miniature shows where there were 30 to &0 other
miniature dealers, one miniature shop and three gift and collectible
shops. It was a very good variety.
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Overall by a conservative count 7950 collectors saw the slide
shows. 0f the 750, 275 new collectors signed up on our mailing list.
In all, it was a very well spent travel time.

I hate to say it, but I'm happy my travel schedule for this year
is complete because it was really hard on me. I was more fatigued this

year prabably because I'm older and still not as strong as I think 1
am. The Hummel Convention was the first trip and it was really neat..

The trip from Madeira Beach was a tough one because I had to fly
from Tampa that evening to Atlanta, then on to Dallas where I only had
seven minutes b=tween planes and from there on to Phoenix. That trip
really did me in. I didn't get a chance to recoup before heading out
the next weekend to Portland and Denver. I'm getting back to normal
and it’s nice for me to SIT HERE and talk to everyone BY PHONE!

I had a chance to visit Mom and came home feeling rested. When I
called her and made plans to go home, I asked her if she had any

raviocli, my very favorite food. She said she couldn’t make them
anymore, BUT... Aunt Dolores makes them. Since I know she collects my
work, I said, ‘Well I'll tell you what. Tell her if she makes me

raviolis, I'1l1 give her & figurine.’ O0Oh, did I ever have TEERIFIC
ravioli. In fact, I took some frozen ones home and we'll enjoy them
Christmas eve.

In 1956, we will be attending the two Internaticnal Collectible
Expositions - Secaucus, NJ April 11-14 - and Rosemont, IL June 27-30.
The in—-store promotion schedule has not been set for 1996 at this time.
We will let you know once we have confirmed locations and dates.

- SIGNING -

Feople should take advantage of signing. Let’s take 1992, I did
26 promotions and saw 1350 people in slide shows. I signed 3230 pieces
that I tracked and that doesn’t count extra carry ins. This year, with

the drop in promotions, my records show I only signed 330 pieces.

These persconal comments will be things people won'’t get in any
other way, but anly through the Fan Club.

— DISNEY -

It was fun to see a lot of Disney collectors come in to the shows.
Feople are curicus about me and in deing miniatures for Disney, it
opens Wwp & whole new group of collectors.

One of the things I found very interesting is that one of the

shops is buying up a lot of the old Disney stuff we did. He bought six
" Mickey Mouse pendants and sold every one. He bought complete szets of
Snow White and is selling those because the Disney collectors are
coming in. Both Disney dealers I spoke with said they will introduce
their Disney Enchanted Flaces clients to miniatures and to my work.
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(F¥I:z In Walt Disney Collectors’ Society’s News Flash, this
question was asked: *I'’m very excited about the addition of miniatures -
tz the Enchanted Flaces Collection. What can you tell us about these?
ANSWEF: Our plan is to produce at least one miniature to accompany
most Enchanted Places. We’'re delighted to be working with one of the
world?’s leading miniaturists, Bob Olszewski, to sculpt these incredibly
detailed figures. They'll be made of bronze and although the suggested
retail prices have not yet been set, we’re anticipating them coming in
well under $100. Look for more details in the next issue of Sketches.)

— QUESTIONS FOR BOB -

QUESTION: [How did they come up with the numbering system used
for the Treasure Chest slips? Was the 1000, 2000, 3000 meaning months
produced or what?l '

ANSWER: Travis came up with the numbering system on his computer.

BUESTION: fWill you offer prizes like Artist Fraafs again in the
Tuture?]

ANSWER: : If it's appropriate. We gave out prizes this year and we
still have some big winners next year.

QUESTION: [Abcout two years ago your retrospective of your work
was done. I believe in 796 you’re having another show in California.
What is it about and what will be different and special about it this
time?]

ANSWER: This time it will be at the Carcl & Barry Kaye Museum of
Miniatures on Wilshire Blvd. across from the L. A. County Museum. I'm
not going to put everything in the show, it'’s going to be a bit smaller
and the work will be chronologically. At the Carnegie Show, the
paintings and work were chronologically set up until we did the
miniatures. We did those by series. When I look back on it, I wish we
would have done the miniatures in chronological order because then you
can ses the growth. FPeople who attend the Secaucus or Rosemont shows
will get to view the commissiconed piece I'm going to do for the 1996
museum show. The piece I’'m going to be introducing is a new approach
to minmniatures I have been fiddling arcund with for years. I'm very
excited about it.

QUESTION: [I purchased a Carnival print years ago. Is it limited
to 20O, 230, 300 or S007]

ANSWEE: The 1limit is 500 on them and the only  way you can
purchase it today 1is teo visit our gallery. Any prints we had over S00
were destroyed on the 4th of July of that year. We did destroy them, I
have them here in a pile, ripped in half. When we publish the list of
everything, the Saxonburg Carnival will be a miscellanecus and is gnlnq
to be one of those hard to get pieces in the Tuture.
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Speaking of the Carnegie Museum Show, I think collectors should
know that Frederick Grue whose art was featured along with mine
recently died of lymph cancer at the age of 44. I Jjust purchased his
book and one of his signed prints. My personal comments on him are
that Frederick was a rare talent and there Jjust aren’t enough painters
like him. It makes me feel very sad toc see when somecne with those
skills passes away. It alsoc makes me realize how very fortunate I am.

= CLOSING THOUGHTS -

We’re actually taking five days off and drive up the cocast to
spend some time in Cambria for our first anniversary and continue on to
Carmel and Monterey.

One of your members, Dorothy H., sent me a clipping stating the
town of Harmony where we got married was FOR SALE! She inquired if I
wanted to buy it. Dorothy, my answer is, “No thanks, youm can’t buy
harmony!?

I just have to share this. A call came in last night from a woman
in B8an Antanio, TX. She has collected my work since 1980. She called
the shop where she used to buy my pieces cause she saw my ad in the
miniature magazine. They told her I was dead. 5She replied, ‘He's not
dead, I've got his ad here!’ We both got a good laugh out of it."

- Robert Olszewski -



