Goebel Miniatures

by Dick Hunt

Unique Collectible Sells in Five Figure Range

Goebel Miniatures “progressive sticks”
fetch unprecedented prices at auction and in private offerings

Goebwel Minlatures collecton saw the
market for rare, unique pieces reach &
new plates this sumrmer when a bayer
padd $11,000 at suction for a set of pro
duction masters. Later, collectors
planked down prices as high as SIS0
for other Goebel Misdatuie masters—
known in the trade M “progressive
sticka” < in individoal, private transacs
thons as the sets became avallabde on the
market

A “progressive shick™ s a group of six
10 ten figurines which the artist ases 1o
demonstrate 1o employees how to pre
pare and decorate a figurine from begin.
ning to end  The major states of produc.
ton are the bronze preparation, glaring,
fine detall, features and final fireNing

After carving a mew figurine, Bob
Olrrewhi and Jane Ammann, Me assis
tant, define and paled the figunine 1o
achieve the firal “Book ™ and colorathon he
desires. Then Jane points masters of the
figurines, one 10 represent the ideal ol
exch stage of production, for n-house
quality control / comparison. Soenctimes,
with 2 complex piece, more than one
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master gt be needed for each depart
ment

Goebel agreed 10 give Bob one of these
progressive sticks for cach of his
Olszewthi soulptures upon its eetirement
To date, 28 have been retired

To gauge their valoe, Bob deckded 10

lace Doww the RaMnt Hole from the
Alice in Wonderland ™ seres into 3 ¢col

hectony’ auction. After spleited bidding,
the final sales price was an sstounding
$1LO00 Compare this 10 the $500 current
price for the fivesplece Winker Cardinsd
and Flesxr Boy progresive sticka

Soon alterward, all of the aticks were
sold to collectors who had previously
expressed to Bob their interest in odtain
Ing & rare phece some day. The selling
prices varied from $1.500 to $25,000,
with an aversge of $6000 (depending
upon the series, number of pieces on
cach sk, popularity of the piece, ¢ic )

A unique component of Goebel
Miniatures” history 15 now In the
hands of & few fortunate collbectons. Will
any come on the secondary market? Who
knows? They were purchased for inclu

¥ 1,500 mwgwed specrmens of ihe Oszewski “Sammer Dayy” l'bqpv, they oo dasplayr &
reviation in the autograph that distieguinhes it @ one of only 15 5o marknd (e text)

12 Collvctor s mart Dvcrnidyy 1992

siont into personal collections, bt now
you know about therm and can keep your
cyes Open

U anyvne is interested in being on 2
malling 1t for notification of any future
rase temns, drop Bob 4 note ot the studio
(4530 Adodw Lane, Camarillo, CA 73012),
mention this article and express your
nderest.  *

_ Variations in the
“Summer Days”™ Plague

The recent release of the Olezeasdy
"Summer Deys” Plague included some
it eresting twints, For one, the first 1 500

jocrs were dated and signed in scripe

Robert Olunewakd™ a1 the studio prios to
shipenent. Soch asigpning bad tever bevn
donwe before, Bob would personally sign
sbout 100 picces at a time with dates
between 4/ 28/92 and 979792 The bak
ance of this open adition will not be
presigned and will not carry the exchu
sve first edition gobd star

The second twist came about virtually
by acosdent. A variaton oocurred when
Bob inadvertently dated about 75 pleces
“1993" instead of T1992.° Afver realizing
the error, he miseevously decided 1o
Introduce four more variations. $o he
signed 100 paeces as follows 25 signed in
cursive soript “Robert W, Olurewslha,” 25
in cursive script “Bob Olszewsdi™ 25
printed “Robert W, Olszewshi”™ (withthe
Ietters printed, as opposed 1o cursive),
and 25 printed * Robert Obszewsdy.”

Whether or not you can find one of
these 175 variations, the astute collector
should stay on the alert for one of the
1500 first edition pieces. This concept of
presigning and dating will never be
repeated. Better Jook for that gold star

now

PICK HUNT 5 a collector, denler and awthor
of The Goedel Minlstures of Robert
Olszewshl An Aathontative Reference and
Poice Guide (5149 0l Goebel Mivintures
dealerscradd $1. 93 shipping'handling to
ovder from the author). Send querticns to
Nt at W95 Jackson Ave, Solellive Beack TL
RUT o el 0000 777900010



